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History of The Ailey School  
The Ailey School is the official school of the world-renowned Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. 

In 1969, Alvin Ailey founded The Ailey School (then called the Alvin Ailey American Dance Center) 

in Brooklyn, New York, with an initial enrollment of 125 students. In 1970, Mr. Ailey joined forces with 

Pearl Lang to establish the American Dance Center in  Manhattan. Today, under the direction of 

Tracy Inman and Melanie Person, a prestigious faculty trains approximately 3,500 students annually, 

offering more than 160 classes weekly.   
 

Located in New York City's Theater District, The Ailey School houses 16 spacious studios, a fully 

equipped theater with 295  seats, student and faculty lounges, dressing rooms, a library, 

classrooms, conference rooms, an Ailey boutique and administrative offices. Our student body 

hails from every part of the world, representing a diversity of racial and ethnic backgrounds. Unique 

among dance academies, The Ailey School offers an accredited and comprehensive curriculum 

including ballet, Ailey/Horton, Graham, Dunham, jazz, tap and West African dance.  The school 

rounds out its curriculum with courses in barre a terre, body conditioning, yoga, Gyrokinesis®, 

partnering, repertory, improvisation, dance composition, dance history, music, fundamentals of 

musical theater, and performance opportunities.  

 

A junior performing company, Ailey II, is the resident company of The Ailey School. Ailey School 

students are often invited to join Ailey II by its Artistic Director. Other students pursue successful 

careers as performers, choreographers and teachers with professional dance companies in the 

United States and abroad. Many appear in films, on television, and on the Broadway stage. Some 

also choose to become health practitioners, teachers or to work in the corporate world, and they 

support dance as patrons and members of the audience. 
 

DǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ !ƭǾƛƴ !ƛƭŜȅΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ dance instruction should be made available to everyone, The 

Ailey School offers a range of programs providing training at all levels. The Ailey School offers the 

following Professional Division programs to its students (Ages 16 and older): 
 

ṣ The Ailey School/Fordham University BFA Program ṣ The Independent Study Program 

ṣ The Ailey School Scholarship Program   ṣ The Summer Intensive  

ṣ The Certificate Program      

 

MISSION OF THE AILEY SCHOOL 
The Ailey School honors the vision of Alvin Ailey by providing superior professional dance training 

and artistic leadership. Students of all ages and nationalities come from all over the world to train 

in our nurturing environment of creativity, passion, a nd professionalism through an accredited 

curriculum led by esteemed faculty, staff, and choreographers who produce outstanding dance 

professionals of tomorrow. 

 
 
 



 

4 
 

The following is intended as a guide and resource for all full -time students and 

contains The Ailey School policies, procedures and guidelines, and other helpful 

information.   

 

Section 1: STUDENT GUIDELINES 
 

Registration Policy  

BFA, CERTIFICATE, INDEPENDENT STUDY, and SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS 

In order for a student to be full y enrolled at The Ailey School they must complete the registration 

process by uploading the items listed below in our online Customer Portal (*asterisks indicate items 

due every term ς fall; spring; and summer): 

¶ Tuition and all other required fees * 

¶ Enrollment Form* 

¶ Contract form* 

¶ The Ailey School Health Form (required every year of enrollment)  

¶ Proof of current health insurance coverage, (must be valid in New York for the full 

duration of study)  

 

All new students are required to attend a mandatory Orientation meeting and other scheduled 

activities upon initial enrollment at the beginning of the fall or summer terms. Students will not 

have access to their class schedule or be allowed to begin classes until they have fully 

completed all registration procedures  every semester. 

 

Student Email Addresses - @theaileyschool. edu  

Upon completing registration for the first year of training, students will be assigned an email 

address  with the domain ά@theaileyschool. eduέ. A Google Workspace activation email will be 

ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ŦƛƭŜΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ пу ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ 

activate their @theaileyschool.edu email address. Beginning with the first day of the fall 

semester, all correspondence from The Ailey School will be sent to students at their 

@theaileyschool.edu email address. Students are encouraged to check t heir email a minimum 

of 2x per day to stay up to date with the latest information.  

 

For assistance regarding @theaileyschool.edu email address, please contact Elizabeth Streeter 

estreeter@ailey.org (BFA) or India Browne ibrowne@ailey.org (Certificate, Independent Study, 

and Scholarship). 

 

 

 

 

https://webappsca.pcrsoft.com/Clue/Customer-Portal-Log-In/67548?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fwebappsca.pcrsoft.com%2fClue%2fCustomer-Portal-Home%2f67549
https://webappsca.pcrsoft.com/Clue/Customer-Portal-Log-In/67548?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fwebappsca.pcrsoft.com%2fClue%2fCustomer-Portal-Home%2f67549
mailto:estreeter@alvinailey.org
mailto:ibrowne@ailey.org
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FORDHAM UNIVERSITY NON-DANCE MAJORS REGISTRATION 

Non-Dance majors attending Fordham University must register for their Ailey School dance 

classes at Fordham University. Fordham non-majors must also submit the following items to 

The Ailey School: 

¶ Enrollment Form 

¶ The Ailey School Health Form (required every year of enrollment)  

¶ Prof of current health insurance coverage (must be valid in New York for the full duration 

of study) 

¶ Student Handbook Agreement 

 

Attendance  

Attendance is taken in all classes daily. Perfect or near perfect attendance (participating in a 

minimum of 90% in all assigned courses) is required of all full-time Professional Division students. 

Excessive absences will result in a reduction of the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ attendance grade (see chart 

below). Students who receive a failing attendance grade due to excessive absences will not 

receive credit for their class. Injured students are expected to observe all of their classes until 

they are well enough to participate again and must submit a note from The Ailey School physical 

therapist or a doctor  upon returning.  

 

Clock Hours ς Certificate , Independent Study , and Scholarship  Programs  

The Certificate Program, Independent Study Program, and Scholarship Program are all Clock Hour 

programs. Clock hours differ from credit hour programs in that Clock Hours are only assigned to 

Instructional Time and cannot be completed at home. The number of clock hours a student earns 

is based on the number of hours they are in class plus preparatory and recuperative time outside 

the course. As technique courses are taught in one-and-half hour units, students earn an equivalent 

two (2) clock ho urs for each one-andςhalf hour of instruction: for (1.5) hour of instruction plus .5 

hour of preparation and recuperation. Instructional Time can also include  curriculum-supporting 

lectures, rehearsals, performances, etc. Students MUST be in attendance to earn Clock Hours. 

Missed classes are counted as attempted hours. To ensure that students can successfully complete 

all their program requirements, please see the Academic Year and SAP policy below.  

 

Students are scheduled for and are expected to successfully complete per term: 

¶ 510 hours for the Certificate Program 

¶ 476 hours for the Independent Study Program 

¶ 408 hours for the Scholarship Program 
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Attendance Policies  
Ǐ Attendance counts as 60% of the Final Grade.   

Ǐ All Professional Division students are required to receive passing grades in Performance and 

Attendance for full credit.    

Ǐ Allotted absences cover personal absences. I.e. illness, injury, travel, mental health day, 

family emergency, non-Ailey related extracurricular activities.   

Ǐ Observed  classes count at .5 of an absence (observances with a PT note will be excused )  

Ǐ Classes missed the day before or after a school holiday or break will be marked as a Double 

Absence.   

Ǐ After using all of your allotted absences, your grade s will be impacted.   

Ǐ Students will NOT be excused for Physical Therapy appointments that are scheduled during 

their class times. Students must make every effort to see the PT when they do not have class. If 

no time slots are available that do not conflict with classes, studen ts must notify their Advisors 

prior to seeing the PT to get approval for the appointment.   

Ǐ Reasonable accommodation  will be made for absences due to religious observances. 

Students are encouraged to inform their instructors and Faculty Advisor in advance of any 

planned absences for religious observances.   

Ǐ Satisfactory artistic and technical ability in class do not outweigh a deduction in grade due to 

poor attendance.   

Ǐ Students are responsible for managing their attendance record and should check their 

attendance weekly by logging into the Online Student (Customer) Portal in PCR.   
Ǐ Late documentation will NOT be accepted after 1 week, and all attendance must be finalized 

prior to evaluation meetings with Faculty Advisors.   

Ǐ Incorrect attendance will not be changed after two weeks. It is strongly advised that students 

review their attendance weekly in their student portal.  

Ǐ Recorded absences will not be amended once evaluations are published and meetings are 

scheduled.  

Ǐ Attendance is still monitored after evaluations are published to students. Any additional 

absences a student incurs will be counted at the end of the semester. (Please see Satisfactory 

Academic Progress ς For ALL Students for more information.) 

Ǐ BFA Program:  All Ailey School class es you are enrolled  in are subject to attendance and  

grading policies of The Ailey School.  

 

Absences  
¶ All students are required to  meet with their Faculty Advisor regarding all absences. 

International Students are required to discuss their reason for any absences with the 

International Student Advisor. 
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¶ To report absences, please complete the Student Reported Absence Form  in PCR. Start 

by selecting the date and time of the absence and indicate the reason for absence in the  

 

NOTE field. (If the absence is for a full day, please list the start and end time of your first 

and last class that day.) Students may complete this form for approved Ailey Events as 

well as illness, personal emergencies, academic conflicts, outside auditi ons, etc. Note: 

Completing the Student Reported Absence Form  does not automatically excuse the 

absence submitted.  

¶ After completing the Student Reported Absence Form , students should contact their 

Faculty Advisor and Registrar to submit the proper documentation to have an absence 

excused if applicable. All documentation must be submitted within ONE WEEK of the 

absence. Note: A dƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ŀƴ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ Řŀȅǎ 

absent. 

¶ Allotted absences cover personal absences and will be used first. I.e. illness, injury, travel, 

mental health day, family emergency, non -Ailey related extracurricular activities.  

 

Attendance Chart  
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀ ά.-έ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

required to meet with The Ailey School Directors and risk being placed on Warning, Probation 

and/or Dismissal from The Ailey School.   

  
Column 1   Column 2   Column 3     Column 4 ¶   Column 5   Column 6   Column 7   
#of times per week 

technique/   
elective  
meets  

#of unexcused 

absences permitted 

without penalty  

Grade lowers to 

ά.Ҍέ  
Grade lowers to 

ά. -έ  
Grade lowers to 

ά/έ  
!ǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ά5έ  
Failing grade   

άCέ  
Failing Grade  

1 X per week   2 absences per 

semester  
3 absences per 

semester  
4 absences per 

semester  
5 absences per 

semester  
6 absences per 

semester  
7 or more 

absences  
2 X per week   4 absences per 

semester  
5 absences per 

semester  
6 absences per 

semester  
7 absences per 

semester  
8 absences per 

semester  
9 or more 

absences  
3 X per week   6 absences per 

semester  
7 absences per 

semester  
8 absences per 

semester  
9 absences per 

semester  
10 absences per 

semester  
11 or more 

absences  

4 x per week   8 absences per 

semester  
9 absences per 

semester  
10 absences per 

semester  
11 absences 

per semester  
12 absences per 

semester  
13 or more 

absences  

5 x per week   10 absences per 

semester  
11 absences 

per semester  
12 absences per 

semester  
13 absences 

per semester  
14 absences per 

semester  
15 or more 

absences  

 

Leaves of Absence  
Students must take the following steps for extended medical or personal absences:   

Leave of Absence  - Students who miss, or expect to miss, 3 consecutive days or more due to 

illness must take the following steps. Medical leaves of less than 3 days are subject to the Co -

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ  
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1. Contact their Faculty Advisor by email to request a Medical  or Personal Leave in writing 

on the first day of the absence. The Advisor will send a Change of Status  form for the 

student to complete.   

2. Students must submit the Change of Status form to their Faculty Advisor and Registrar 

within 36 hours.  

a. For Medical Leaves : A letter from the doctor is required for all Medical Leaves. 

Notes Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ƻǊ 

tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘΦ Lǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

absence and the diagnosis. Students must sign the Medical Absence/Leave form 

at that time. *Telehealth notes will not be accepted for a Medical Leave.  

b. For Personal Leaves : The student must attach written documentation stating the 

reason for the absence.     

3. The Ailey School Directors will review the request and determine if the absences can be 

ŜȄŎǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ and attendance .  

 

Non-BFA Make-up for absences : Certificate, Independent Study and Scholarship stud ents 

who need to make-up coursework and clock hours  to successfully complete their program 

must meet with The Ailey School Directors to determine how, if, and when the coursework will 

be made-up. The determining factors will be based on the syllabus for each course, technique, 

and at which point in the semester the student stopped attending class.   

  

BFA Make-up classes for absences : If a BFA student takes a Medical or Personal leave which 

exceeds three weeks, the student is required  to participate in  two Ailey School Summer 

Intensives to make-up the coursework ς absolutely no exceptions . During the semester in 

which the student is injured, the student must remain registered for their dance and academic 

courses at Fordham University. At the end of the semester, the student will receive a grade of 

άLƴ-tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎέ ƻǊ άLtέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ άLtέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 

temporary placeholder for coursework that extends beyond a single semester and does not 

ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ   

  

During the summer intensives, the student will participate in  dance classes registered for 

during the semester of injury. The student is not required to  pay tuition or fees for The Ailey 

School Summer Intensive. However, the student is responsible for arranging housing and 

housing expenses. It is not until the student completes two summer intensives at The Ailey 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ άLtέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƎǊŀŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

average of the grades the student earned from both summers. Attendance at The Ailey School 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ LƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ŝnrollment in the BFA Program will not be accepted for 

make-up credit.   
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Duration of leaves/Multiple leaves : If a medical absence or personal leave is for a total of 10 

days or more the Directors may ask the student to take a leave of absence for the remainder of 

the term or the academic year. Requests for reinstatement will be considered on a case-by-case 

basis by the Directors and require a Clearance Note confirming that the student has been 

medically cleared to return to dance.    

 

Credit will not be given for courses taken when a student withdraws before the end of the term. 

Tuition will be charged according to The Ailey School's refund policy. At The Ailey School's 

discretion, tuition may be prorated for medical leaves of absence.     

 

For Students on Federal Financial Aid : The total number of days or combined Leave of 

Absences must not exceed five (5) consecutive weeks.  Classes missed during a Leave do not 

count as Attempted Hours (see SAP policy).  If the Financial Aid student is a Title IV loan 

recipient - failure to return from a Leave of Absence may affect the terms of loan repayment, 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  

 

Other Absences  

Workshops   

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǊŜǇŜǊǘƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  When students 

are chosen to participate in a repertory workshop, and if they have courses that conflict with 

the rehearsal times of the workshop, they must meet with the assistants of The Ailey School 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ōŜƎƛƴǎ to make schedule adjustments . If necessary, a new 

schedule will be made that removes the students from the conflicting courses. The Registrar 

ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ 

be placed in courses that substitute for those the y dropped or not, depending on several 

factors, such as the number of classes and rehearsals they have on any given day and the 

proximity of their classes and rehearsals to one another. Students are requested to 

communicate with their teachers regarding an y absences they have.   

  

ά!ƛƭŜȅ 9ǾŜƴǘǎέ - Ailey School Approved Performances     

Certificate Program seniors and BFA seniors (and select students from other programs) form 

the Ailey Student Performance Group (ASPG) and may be booked for performances 

throughout the tri-state area as a component of  their required curriculum and professional 

training. The Registrar ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜƳ άAiley Eventέ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άStudent Reported Absence έ ŦƻǊƳ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

Customer Portal for all classes missed due to an approved  Ailey Event. When completing the 

ŦƻǊƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άbƻǘŜέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ 

within one week of the absence. Please note:  Ushering for a performance does not fall into this 

category, and students must not miss class for this purpose.   

https://webappsca.pcrsoft.com/Clue/Customer-Portal-Log-In/67548?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fwebappsca.pcrsoft.com%2fClue%2fCustomer-Portal-Home%2f67549
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ά!ƛƭŜȅ 9ǾŜƴǘǎέ ς Other   

hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ά!ƛƭŜȅ 9ǾŜƴǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άStudent Reported 

Absenceέ ŦƻǊƳ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Customer Portal for all classes missed due to an approved  Ailey 

9ǾŜƴǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άbƻǘŜέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

form. The missed classes will be marked accordingly in the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ attendance  records.   

 

 

The following are approved Ailey Events.   

¶ Advisor/Evaluation Meeting  

¶ BFA/Fordham Monday Schedule  

¶ Jury Classes/Exams  

¶ !ƛƭŜȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ !ǳŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ όάaŜƳƻǊƛŀέΣ ǊŜǇŜǊǘƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎύ  

¶ Ailey School Photo Shoots  

¶ Ailey School Meetings  

¶ Ailey School Tech/Dress, Performances, Workshops, Showings  

  

Please note:  Ushering for a performance does not fall into this category, and students must not 

miss class for this purpose.    

 

External Audition   

The Ailey School understands the value and importance of gaining experience through attending 

external auditions. However, it is critical for enrolled students to maintain consistency in their 

training in order to successfully complete their program. There fore, students are required to 

submit an External Audition Form to their advisor at least 48 hours  before  attending any external 

audition. Final Approval  will be determined by The School Directors. It is the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

responsibility to confirm approval of their request before attending external auditions.     

  

The chart on the following page  indicates the number of approved/excused auditions you are 

allowed to attend without impacting your grade . If students do not use all of the 

approved/excused auditions allotted in the Fall semester, these approved/excused auditions will 

roll over into the Spring semester when external auditions are more prevalent.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://webappsca.pcrsoft.com/Clue/Customer-Portal-Log-In/67548?returnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fwebappsca.pcrsoft.com%2fClue%2fCustomer-Portal-Home%2f67549
https://webappsca.pcrsoft.com/Clue/CustomResources/Ailey/PD%20Student_page/AILEY_EXTERNAL_AUDITION_FORM.pdf
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Professional Development  

The Ailey School understands the value and importance of gaining experience through attending 

professional development opportunities such as conferences, intensives, open company class, 

etc., in addition to their training. Students are required to submit a  Professional Development 

Form to their advisor at least 48 hours  before  attending any opportunities . Final Approval  will 

be determined by The School Directors. It is the responsibility of the student to confirm approval 

of their request before attending professional development opportunities .    

 

Only BFA Seniors, Certificate Seniors, Independent Study, and Scholarship Second Year are 

eligible for five (5) Professional Development Days (PDD) per term. Students in other programs 

and years are not eligible for Professional Development Days unless approved by the Directors . 

Professional Development Days will NOT carry over between terms.   

 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ !ōǎŜƴŎŜ  

Instructors are responsible for arranging substitutes for any classes they are unable to teach. 

However, due to last-minute emergencies, travel delays, and other unforeseen occurrences, 

instructors may be unable to make it to their scheduled classes. In the event of teacher 

lateness, students should alert Security within 10  minutes of the class starting time  by calling 

ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ Ψфлл6Ω ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ǇƘƻƴŜǎΦ Students should wait in the studio for 20 

minutes and if the instructor has not arrived by that time, they may leave. Students who leave 

the studio before 20 minutes will be marked absent, even if the instructor does not arrive to 

teach.  

 

 

Ailey/Fordham BFA  

First Years  Sophomores  Juniors  Seniors 

No Excused  

External Auditions  

2 in the spring 

semester  
4 Per 

Semester  

6 Per Semester  

Certificate Program  

1st Year 2nd Year Seniors 
No Excused  

External Auditions  
4 Per Semester  6 Per 

Semester  

Scholarship 

Program  

1st Year 2nd Year 

4 Per Semester  6 Per Semester  

Independent 

Program  

1st Year 

2 Per Semester  
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Add/Drop Courses  
All students are placed by  their Faculty Advisor or the Registrar in courses based on their  

individual  technique level  and other scheduling factors. Students have one week from the start 

of each term to request any changes to their  schedule . 

 

Students have 12 weeks from the first day of the term to Withdraw from any courses ŦƻǊ ŀ ά²έ 

Final Grade, which does not affect your GPA. If students stop attending classes without 

requesting an official course withdrawal, they will receive a άWCέ Cƛƴŀƭ DǊŀŘŜΦ  

 

Course withdrawals are subject to approval from the Ailey School Directors  and may alter a 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ program completion/ graduation date . 

 

Grading  
The purpose of grading is to provide each student with an assessment of their progress during 

the term. The grade is meant to reflect the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ work and progress during the term . 

Grades should be used by students to help them understand where they have succeeded and  

to identify aspects and areas that need improvement. Each student is evaluated by every 

teacher with whom they study. Students enrolled at The Ailey School will receive letter grades 

on their evaluations. The student's physical performance is considered as well as categories 

which refer to the student's behavior, attitude and work habits in class. The following are 

guidelines in determining a student's grade each term.  

 

Attendance : Perfect or near perfect attendance is essential. Please refer to the attendance 

chart for instructions on how to calculate the impact absences have on grades . Students 

whose progress has been impaired by excessive absences risk failing a course.  

 

Technical progress : Students must demonstrate consistent technical  progress. Students are 

expected to have the highest level of focus and commitment, as well as the ability to retain 

corrections and material.  

 

Artistic progress : Students are expected to demonstrate notable artistic progress in areas of 

dynamics, musicality, projection and phrasing.  

 

Other areas : Students are expected to exhibit the highest level of work ethic. Students must 

demonstrate proper classroom etiquette and observe the dress code and other rules and 

regulations of the School. 
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Final letter grades  are a calculated average of 40% Performance and 60% Attendance:  

 

Performance 40% B+ 

Attendance 60% A 

Final Grade  A- 

 

A Performance Grade is determined by the instructor and represents overall technical and 

artistic progress. The Attendance Grade comes from the Registrar according to the attendance 

policy chart.  

 

Students failing in either Performance or Attendance will not receive credit.  Failed courses 

for students in the Certificate and Independent Study programs count as attempted hours  (see 

SAP policy). 

 

Note:  Attendance and performance in class during the period  between the writing of student 

evaluations and the end of the term  will be considered when determining the students' final 

grade.  

 

Letter Grade    GPA*  Level of course  work and performance  

!ΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧ 4.00  Excellent. Outstanding. Honors -level work. 

A-ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 3.67  Excellent. 

.ҌΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧ 3.33  Very good. High level of performance.  

.ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 3.0  Good. Solid and above average level of performance.  

B-ΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΦ 2.67  Good. Still above average.  

C+ΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧ.. 2.33  Better than satisfactory. 

C**ΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧ 2.00  Satisfactory. Acceptable level of performance.  

C-ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 1.67  Less than Satisfactory. Failed course. 

DΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΧΧ 1.00  Fail. Below average performance.  

FΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧ.. 0.00  Fail. Inferior performance  

LΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ --------  {ŜŜ άLƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ DǊŀŘŜǎέ 

WΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ --------  {ŜŜ ά!ŘŘκ5ǊƻǇ /ƻǳǊǎŜǎέ 

²CΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 0.00  {ŜŜ ά!ŘŘκ5ǊƻǇ /ƻǳǊǎŜǎέ 

 

*GPA = grade point average      

** All students are required to attain at least a C grade  (2.00 GPA) in order to pass their 

courses.  

 

Incomplete Grades  

Incomplete grades are given only when a student is unable to complete a course because of illness or 

other serious concerns. A failing grade is given when students have excessive absences and/or do not 

meet the artistic progress standards expected by the S chool.  
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Students who receive an Incomplete mark will have one semester (or one year in the event the course is 

ƻƴƭȅ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ ǇŜǊ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ȅŜŀǊύ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ άLέ ǘƻ ŀ passing 

ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜΦ LƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ άCέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ 

final grade. 

 

Evaluations  

In the last month of each term, all Professional Division Students will receive written evaluations 

from each of their teachers. Each student signs up for an evaluation conference in which the 

student's evaluations and program completion requirements are reviewed with their Faculty 

Advisor. At that time, tentative grades are given. Students will be notified when Final Grades are 

official. 
 

Satisfactory Academic Progress ς For ALL Students  
Attendance Warning: Students who receive a failing (C- or lower) Attendance Grade , but a 

passing (C or higher)  Final Grade, will be placed on an Attendance Warning for the following 

semester. Students will be required to meet with their Advisor bi -weekly and will be unable to 

participate in any extracurricular  performances *, masterclasses, or workshops scheduled 

during the term. Students placed on Attendance Warning for more than one term risk further 

disciplinary action.  

 

*Note:  BFA students will still be permitted to participate in the BFA Fall Concert (Fall term) and, 

if applicable, the BFA Senior Concert (Spring term).  

 
Academic Warning:  Students who receive a failing (C- or lower) Final Grade will be placed on 

an Academic Warning. Students will be required to meet with their Advisor bi -weekly and will 

be unable to participate in any extracurricular performances*, masterclasses, or workshops 

scheduled during the term. Students placed on Attendance Warning for more than one term 

risk further disciplinary action.  Additionally, students must repeat all failed coursework the next 

time it is offered and this may mean students in their final term may not be able to graduate at 

the originally scheduled date . Should a student fail to pass the class the second time it is 

offered, students will be dismissed from their program.  

 

*Note:  BFA students will still be permitted to participate in the BFA Fall Concert (Fall term) and, 

if applicable, the BFA Senior Concert (Spring term).  

 

BFA Program: All classes that you are enrolled in at Ailey are subject to all Attendance and 

Grading Policies. Therefore, even if you are not registered for the course with Fordham 

University, if you receive a failing Attendance or Final Grade you will be placed on an 

Attendance or Academic Warning.  
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Scholarship Program: Students who are on Attendance or Academic Warning  and who fail to 

rectify their status will not be permitted to re -audition for continued enrollment in  the 

Scholarship Program.   

 

Satisfactory Academic Progress ς Certificate and Independent 

Study Receiving Federal Financial Aid ONLY 
Process Overview:  As part of Federal law and regulations, The Ailey School requires all students 

who receive financial aid to maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) according to both 

qualitative and quantitative measures established by the School following Federal guidelines. 

Students must maintain the following SAP according to the set standards to continue enrollment. 

SAP is measured at the end of each payment period and will be reviewed prior to disbursement of 

financial aid, if applicable. Progress standards for enrolled students who receive Title IV Aid are 

the same as or stricter than the institutional standards for a student enrolled in the same program 

who is not receiving Title IV Aid. 

 

Academic Year:  

PROGRAM Clock Hours  Weeks of 

Instruction Time  

Payment Period 1  Payment Period 2  

Certificate Program  1020 hours 34 weeks 510 hours /  

17 weeks 

510 hours /  

17 weeks 

Independent Study 

Program 

952 hours 34 weeks 476 hours / 

17 weeks 

476 hours / 

17 weeks 

 

Period of Evaluation: Formal Satisfactory academic progress is evaluated at the end of each 

ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ όǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜύ ŀƴŘ 

cumulative hours attempted (quantitative). 

 

Qualitative Measure:  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

demonstrate competency in the course or subject matter. The Ailey School Handbook provides 

the student with information regarding the predefined measure for determining successful 

completƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ DǊŀŘƛƴƎ ϧ !ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ όǇŀƎŜ р-11). Students 

Ƴǳǎǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ά/έ όнΦл Dt!ύ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

financial aid progress standard.  

 

Quantitative Measure: Students must progress through the Program at a sufficient pace to 

ensure completion within the maximum timeframe of 150% of the published length of 

cumulative clock hours. If at any time the student cannot complete the program within the 

maximum time frame, then the student must successfully appeal for an extension to the 

maximum time frame to continue receiving title IV aid.  
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PROGRAM Normal Clock 

Hours 

Normal Instruction 

Time 

Maximum Clock 

Hours 

Maximum 

Instruction Time  

Certificate 

Program 

1020 hours (per 

year) 

34 weeks 1530 hours (per 

year) 

51 weeks 

Independent 

Study 

Program 

952 hours 34 weeks 1448 hours 51 weeks 

 

Financial Aid Warning: Students who do not achieve SAP as defined by this policy are 

immediately placed on Financial Aid Warning but are still eligible to receive financial aid for the 

next payment period. Students under Financial Aid Warning are required to meet with their 

Advisor to develop a success plan. If a student is making SAP at the end of the Financial Aid 

Warning period, they shall be returned to normal SAP status with no loss of Title IV eligibility. A 

student who has not improved their standing and fails to comply with the satisfactory academic 

progress policy at the end of the Warning Period, will be ineligible for future aid disbursements 

(see Financial Aid Suspension). 

 

Financial Aid Suspension: Students who are in a financial aid warning status AND do not make 

SAP towards their academic plan, will be placed on financial aid suspension. Students on 

financial aid suspension are not eligible to receive financial aid for their next payment period. 

Students placed on suspension are notified via letter. Students are allowed to continue enrollment 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƛŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

responsibility to pay for tuition, fees, and other charges acquired while on financial aid 

suspension. 

 

Financial Aid Suspension for Maximum Time Frame: Students who reach 150% of 

the clock hour length of their program are immediately placed on financial aid suspension.   

 

Appeal Process: The Financial Aid Appeal process allows students who are not meeting SAP 

standards to petition the institution for reinstatement of title IV aid eligibility. Students may have the 

opportunity to have their financial aid eligibility reinstated by appealing the decision and being 

placed on Financial Aid Probation. Students have five (5) business days after being notified to 

institute an appeal. The appeal must be submitted in writing and given to the Directors to make 

a decision. The basis on which a student may file an appeal are, injury or illness; death of a 

relative; or other special circumstances. Students must provide supporting documents and 

describe in writing any unusual circumstances that warrant special consideration. Students 

must provide information as to why they did n ot make SAP and what has changed that will 

allow them to make SAP by the next evaluation point. The Directors will provide a decision in 

writing within ten (10) business days.   
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Financial Aid Probation: If the institution approves the appeal, the student may be placed on 

ǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŘƛŘ 

not make SAP during the warning or previous evaluation period. Probation will only be for one 

additional payment period or the duration on the agreed upon academic plan. While on Financial 

Aid Probation the student remains eligible for federal aid. The student must meet the cumulative 

attendance and grade standards as published by the School. 

 

Reinstatement of Title IV Aid:  Reinstatement of aid is limited to the period under evaluation. 

Students making SAP by the conclusion of the Warning or Probation period will be removed from 

the warning/probation status and will regain eligibility for Title IV funding. 

 

Failed/Repeated Courses:  Students who fail a course are required to retake the course the next 

time it is offered. Students are only given one opportunity to make up a course. If a student fails 

the course a second time they may be dismissed. All attempted hours are included in the 

evaluation under the maximum time frame. 

 

Transfer Credit Policy  
Each program has a separate policy .  

¶ Transfer credits are accepted for the Ailey/Fordham BFA in Dance Program according to 

CƻǊŘƘŀƳ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ policy on transfer credits .  

¶ Transfer credits for the Certificate Program are granted for Dance Academic Courses 

only, and on a case-by-case basis after review of the course curriculum  and clock hours 

for which transfer credit is requested.  

¶ Transfer credits are not accepted for the Independent Study Program or the Scholarship 

Program. 

¶ Students enrolled in the Independent Study Program  or Scholarship Program may apply 
for the Ailey/Fordham BFA in Dance Program for fall entry the following year. Certificate 
Program students are not eligible.  
 

 

Warning : Students may be placed on Warning  for any of the 

following reasons:  
¶ Unsatisfactory or limited progress in assigned courses. 

¶ Unauthorized leaves of absence and early departures before the last day of the term . 

¶ Unacceptable behavior inside the School . 

¶ Unacceptable behavior outside of the School when serving as a representative of The 

Ailey School.  

 

Students who receive multiple Warnings or fail to rectify their status in the subsequent term, can 

result in the discontinuation of aid and termination from the Program.  

https://www.fordham.edu/undergraduate-admission/apply/how-to-apply/transfer-students/transfer-credit-policies-and-procedures/
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Dismissal 
The Ailey School maintains the right to dismiss any student who does not abide by its Code of 

Conduct, Rules and Regulations,  and the Ailey Health & Safety  Pledge. Other grounds for 

dismissal include but are not limited to; failure to make satisfactory academic progress; failure 

to make artistic and technical progress; and failure to maintain the attendance policy. The Ailey 

School tries to avoid taking this extreme measure by providing individual counseling services 

through its Faculty Advisors and selected administrative staff members, including The Ailey 

School Directors. 

 

 

Withdrawals, Refunds, & Financial Aid Repayment Policies  
To obtain an official withdrawal, students must submit a Change of Status Form to their Faculty 

Advisor, who will then submit it to The Ailey School Directors. The tuition charge will be assessed 

according to the student's last date of attendance ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǊŜŦǳƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ 

Students who fail to return from a Leave after 14 days of the scheduled return date, or students who 

fail to attend any classes in 14 calendar days, will be considered an Unofficial Withdrawal. 

 

Advisement & Counseling  
The Ailey School recognizes the value of clear and frequent communication among students, 

faculty, and staff and the importance of mentoring in the learning process. To that end, the school 

has established the following channels to communicate with and advise students 

ṣ Faculty Advisors and staff, including The Ailey School Directors, reserve weekly conference time 

to advise and mentor students on artistic, procedural, and personal concerns. The staff is careful 

to make referrals to a range of recommended professionals when appropriate. In addition, faculty 

members make themselves available, upon request, to speak to students. 

 

ṣ At the beginning of each Fall term, students elect representatives from each full-time program 

who meets monthly with The Ailey School staff or Faculty Advisors. They act as liaisons between 

the staff and students, conveying concerns and responses and sharing information.   

 

Schedule Changes  

All BFA, Certificate, Independent Study, and Scholarship students are permitted to take only 

those courses assigned to them. Students remain in one technique level throughout the year . 

Students have one week from the start of each term to request any changes to their schedule . 

!ƛƭŜȅκCƻǊŘƘŀƳ .C! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ CƻǊŘƘŀƳ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŘŘκŘǊƻǇ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΦ 

 

Workshops & Repertory Classes  
²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǇŜǊǘƻǊȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ¢ƘŜ !ƛƭŜȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎal 
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and performance experience. BFA, Certificate, Independent Study, Scholarship, and Summer 

Intensive students who meet the required technique levels may audition fo r Repertory 

Workshops. Technique levels are established in ballet, Ailey/Horton, and Graham techniques 

for each workshop/course as aud ition parameters for students. The Ailey School Directors 

reserve the right to grant special audition permission to selected students who may  not meet all 

required levels. The School requests that each student carefully read the audition 

announcements and attend the audition only if he/she meets the technique level criteria.  With 

input from The Ailey School Directors, the choreographers choose students from auditions to 

participate in each Repertory Workshop.   

 

Students may take master classes and open workshops offered during the summer and 

periodically throughout the academic year. While The Ailey School regards these special 

workshops and classes as an important addition to the curriculum, they are considered an 

adjunct to and not a replacement for regularly scheduled technique courses. Students with an 

academic or creative studies class conflict will not be permitted to participate in the Workshop or 

Repertory course. Selected students are expected to arrive punctually, to be fully warmed up and 

ready to dance "full out" for every class or rehearsal. Excellent attendance and professional 

behavior are requirements for continued enrollment in the Workshop/Repertory course and for 

participation in subsequent Workshops and school performances and Ailey Company 

performances.  

In order to give the maximum number of students an opportunity to learn and perform repertory 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ƛŦ ŎƘƻǎŜƴΣ Ƴŀȅ be limited to 

participating  in one Workshop, unless recommended by The Ailey School Directors for 

additional auditions.   

 

¢ƘŜ !ƛƭŜȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ !ƭǾƛƴ !ƛƭŜȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 5ŀƴŎŜ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ 

(AAADT) performances of "Memoria" at City Center are two occasions when members of 

AAADT and Ailey II perform with the ScƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ Unlike other school 

performances for which the goal is to give performance experience to many intermediate and 

advanced students, these performances showcase for artistic directors and choreographers,  

those students who are most advanced and ready to enter the profession. The required 

technique levels for these auditions are higher than for those at other times.  

 

Performances outside of The Ailey School  
The Ailey School considers performances with professional outside companies a beneficial 

experience for its advanced students.   Students must request permission from the Directors to 

rehearse and perform with outside artists. At times, The Ailey School discourages its elementary  

and intermediate students from seeking professional experience until it considers them 

sufficiently prepared.  

 

Continuation in Another  Program  
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Students* may audition to  continue training at The Ailey School in another program after they 

satisfactorily complete the program  that they are curr ently enrolled in. T he student must then 

follow the admission/audition process for acceptance to the new program. Permission to audition 

for another  program is always contingent upon review of the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ past evaluations and 

attendance records . The Directors reserve the right to refuse the student permission to audition 

for further study at The Ailey School.   

Students wishing to apply to the BFA Program  as a transfer student must make an appointment 

with the BFA Program Director for instructions on how to do so. 

 

*Note to international students: Due to federal limitations for F-1 Student Visa holders, it is not 

possible for international students to change from one  full-time program to another.  However, 

international students may audition for a scholarship to the Summer Intensive.  

 

Work/Study Schedules   
Limited Federal Work Study may be  available for Certificate Program and Independent Study 

Program students  who qualify . BFA students should refer to the Fordham University Student 

Handbook.   

 

Section 2: CURRICULUM 

 
 

 

 

 

Certificate Program  
The Certificate Program is a three -year program for advanced/beginner to intermediate level 

students ages 17 -23 who have completed their secondary school requirements. This program 

takes a conservatory approach to dance training, combining dance techniques , dance 

academics, creative studies, and a repertory and performance course. The Certificate Program 

progressively develops and enhances the artistic and technical skills of the individual dancer to 

aid them in attaining their goals as dance professionals.   

The weekly schedule includes 15 to 17 dance technique and somatic classes.  Core curriculum 

consists of daily ballet classes . Ailey/Horton and/or Graham  are taken 5 -6 times per week. 

Supplemental and elective classes include Contemporary, Jazz, Hip Hop, Modern Partnering, 

West African, Somatics, Tap, Dunham, Gyrokinesis®, Body Conditioning, Improvisation, 

Fundamentals of Musical Theater, Voice. 

 

 

Professional Division programs take a conservatory approach to training by offering 
classes and workshops in several diverse dance techniques. Programs vary in length 
and structure in order to meet the needs and objectives of every student, and are 
designed to develop versatility, artistry, and strong technical skills.   
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Dance Academic and Creative Courses Required to Complete the Certificate Program  

Minimum Level Required  Number  of classes taken per  

  week 

Ballet IV  Five (5) 

Ailey/Horton III, and Graham II, OR Graham III, 

and Ailey/Horton II  Maximum Offered 

Jazz   Two (2) 

Tap   Two (2) 

Dunham II and West African Dance  Two (2) 

Modern Partnering and Ballet Partnering  One (1) 

Two Terms of Repertory and Performance Workshop  Maximum Offered 

One term Body Conditioning or Barre a Terre   Two (2)   

One term Yoga or Gyrokinesis®     Two (2)   

 

Certificate students are required to take dance academic and creative studies courses offered at 

The Ailey School. Scholarship Students have the option of taking one academic course per 

semester. If failed, these courses may be repeated once.   

 

Students who have passed equivalent Music, Dance History and Theater Arts courses in U.S. 

colleges and universities may request to be exempted from these courses at The Ailey School. 

They must first discuss their request with the teacher of the course and provide the Registrar with 

an official transcript from their college or university that lists the course(s) and grade(s). The Ailey 

School Directors then review the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ transcript and notify the Registrar of their decision. 

Students may contact the Registrar for a report of this decision.  

 

Certificates Conferred  

Certificate of Dance with Honors : Student will graduate with a Certificate of Dance with 

Honors if, within the first 3060 clock hours you attempt, they successfully complete all the courses 

specified for the Certificate of Dance with those technique levels listed below. 

 

Minimum Level   No. of classes Taken Per Week  

Ballet V or higher     Five (5)   

Ailey/Horton IV and Graham III, 

OR Graham IV and Ailey/Horton III             Maximum Offered 

 

Certificate of Dance : Upon the successful completion of 3060 clock hours student will be 

awarded a Certificate of Dance, if at a minimum , they have successfully completed all five dance 
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academic courses, Improvisation, Dance Composition and the following technique courses: 
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The following chart illustrates for CERTIFICATE STUDENTS the technique and academic 

courses that must be successfully passed per semester in order to receive a Certificate of 

Completion within three years.   

 

1st Fall   
Semester   

1st Spring    
Semester   

2nd Fall   
Semester   

2nd Spring    
Semester    

  

3rd Fall   
Semester   

  

3rd Spring    
Semester    

BALLET LEVEL 
(5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: ___  
Pointe Grade: _____  

BALLET LEVEL  
(5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____  
Pointe Grade: _____  

BALLET LEVEL 
(5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: ____  
Pointe Grade: _____  

BALLET LEVEL 
(5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: ____  
Pointe Grade: _____  

BALLET LEVEL 
(5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____  
Pointe Grade: _____  

BALLET LEVEL 
(5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____  
Pointe Grade: _____  

AILEY/HORTON LEVEL  
&  

GRAHAM LEVEL 
 (5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Ailey/Horton Grade: ____  

Graham Grade:____   

AILEY/HORTON LEVEL  
&  

GRAHAM LEVEL 
 (5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Ailey/Horton Grade: ____  

Graham Grade:____   

AILEY/HORTON LEVEL  
&  

GRAHAM LEVEL 
 (5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Ailey/Horton Grade: ___  

Graham Grade:____   

AILEY/HORTON LEVEL  
&   

GRAHAM LEVEL ___  
 (5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Ailey/Horton Grade: ____  

Graham Grade:____   

AILEY/HORTON LEVEL  
&   

GRAHAM LEVEL ___  
 (5/Week) = 5 credit  hours  

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Ailey/Horton Grade: ____  

Graham Grade:____   

AILEY/HORTON LEVEL  
&   

GRAHAM LEVEL  
 (5/Week) = 5 credit hours   

or  
170 Clock Hours  

  
Ailey/Horton Grade: ____  

Graham Grade:____   
BODY CONDITIONING  

GYROKINESIS 
SOMATIC 

STRENGTH TRAINING  
 (2/Week) = 2 credit hours   

or  
68 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____  

  

  BODY CONDITIONING  
GYROKINESIS 

SOMATIC 
STRENGTH TRAINING  
 (2/Week) = 2 credit hours   

or  
68 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____  

DUNHAM   
(2/Week) = 2 credit hours   

or  
68 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____  

CERT 2 REPERTORY  
(2/Week) = 2 credit hours   

or  
68 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____  

  

ASPG 
(2/Week) = 4 credit hours   

or  
136 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____  

ASPG 
(2/Week) = 4 credit hours  

or 
136 Clock Hours 

 

Course Grade: _____ 

WEST AFRICAN  
(2/Week) = 2 credit hours   

or  
68 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: ____  

  

TAP I  
 (2/Week) = 2 credit hours   

or  
68 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: __  

DANCE COMPOSITION 
I  

(2/Week) = 2 credit hours   
or  

68 Clock Hours  
  

Course Grade: _____  

DANCE COMPOSITION 
II  

(2/Week) = 2 credit hours   
or  

68 Clock Hours  
  

Course Grade: _____  

CONTEMPORARY  
-OR- 

VOICE   
(1/Week) = 1 credit hours   

or  
34 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____   

HIP HOP/JAZZ 
-OR- 

FUNDAMENTALS OF  
MUSICAL THEATER  

(1/Week) = 1 credit hours   
or  

34 Clock Hours  
  

Course Grade: _____   
MUSIC  

(1/Week) = 1 credit hours   
or  

34 Clock Hours  
  

Course Grade: _____  
  

IMPROVISATION  
(1/Week) = 1 credit hours   

or  
34 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: ____  

BALLET PARTNERING 
or 

MODERN PARTNERING  
(1/Week) = 1 credit hours   

or  
34 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____   

DANCE HISTORY  
(1/Week) = 1 credit hours   

or  
34 Clock Hours  

  
Course Grade: _____  

    

SEMESTER TOTALS  
Total Credit Hours: ____  
Total Clock Hours: ____  
Semester Grade:    
Semester GPA:    

SEMESTER TOTALS  
Total Credit Hours: ____  
Total Clock Hours: ____  
Semester Grade:    
Semester GPA:    

SEMESTER TOTALS  
Total Credit Hours: ____  
Total Clock Hours: ____  

Semester Grade:   
Semester GPA:    

SEMESTER TOTALS  
Total Credit Hours: ____  
Total Clock Hours: ____  
Semester Grade:    
Semester GPA:   

SEMESTER TOTALS  
Total Credit Hours: ____  
Total Clock Hours: ____  
Semester Grade:    
Semester GPA:   

SEMESTER TOTALS  
Total Credit Hours: ____  
Total Clock Hours: ____  
Semester Grade:    
Semester GPA:   
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Independent Study Program  
Designed for students between the ages of 17 and 25 who have completed their secondary 

school requirements, this one -year program offers aspiring dance professionals the opportunity 

to refine their dance and performance skills to broaden the range of their  artistic practice.    

.ȅ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ άŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ-ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊέ ǘƻ 

άŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘΩΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎŜǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 

to attain their professional career objectives, or for admission into advanced -level dance 

programs.   Upon successful completion of this program, students receive a Letter of Completion. 

Independent Study Program Curriculum  

Students who successfully complete 952 clock hours will receive  a Letter of Completion .  

Students attempt up to 14 ς 15 classes per week for two consecutive semesters to achieve this 

goal. Students must attend ballet and a n Ailey/Horton, Graham, or combination of both modern 

techniques daily, and a minimum of two elective technique classes twice weekly. Electives 

include Contemporary, Jazz, Hip Hop, Modern Partnering, West African, Somatics, Tap, Dunham,  

Gyrokinesis®, Body Conditioning, Improvisation, Fundamentals of Musical Theater, Voice. 

COURSES REQUIRED PER TERM 
(5 days a week)  

ELECTIVE COURSES REQUIRED PER 

TERM 

(Taught  1 ς 2 days a week)  

Ballet daily  

Two or more courses per term 
Ailey/Horton daily, or 

Graham daily, or 

Ailey/Horton thrice weekly / Graham twice 
weekly, OR 

Graham thrice weekly / Ailey/Horton twice 
weekly 

 

  



 

25 
 

The following chart illustrates for Independent Study Students  the technique courses that must 

be successfully passed per semester in order to receive a Letter of Completion after one year. 

 

 
Fall Semester 

 

Spring Semester 

BALLET LEVEL: ______ 

(5/Week) =  

5 credit hours  or 170 Clock Hours 

 

Course Grade:_____ 

Pointe Grade: _____ 

BALLET LEVEL: ______ 

(5/Week) = 

5 credit hours or 170 Clock Hours  

 

Course Grade:_____ 

Pointe Grade: _____ 

AILEY/HORTON LEVEL: ______ 

or  

GRAHAM LEVEL: ______ 

(5/Week) = 

5 credit hours or 170 Clock Hours  

 

Ailey/Horton Grade: ____ 

Graham Grade: ____ 

AILEY/HORTON LEVEL: ______ 

or  

GRAHAM LEVEL: ______ 

(5/Week) =  

5 credit hours or 170 Clock Hours  

 

Ailey/Horton Grade: ____ 

Graham Grade: ____ 

BODY CONDITIONS 

GYROKINESIS 

SOMATIC 

STRENGTH TRAINING  

(2/Week) =  

2 credit hours  or 68 Clock Hours 

 

Course Grade:_____ 

BODY CONDITIONS 

GYROKINESIS 

SOMATIC 

STRENGTH TRAINING 

(2/Week) =  

2 credit hours or 68 Clock Hours  

 

Course Grade:_____ 

DUNHAM 

TAP 

WEST AFRICAN 

OTHER TECHNIQUE 

(2/Week) =  

2 credit hours  

Or 

68 Clock Hours 

 

Course Grade:_____ 

DUNHAM 

TAP 

WEST AFRICAN 

OTHER TECHNIQUE 

(2/Week) =  

2 credit hours  

Or 

68 Clock Hours 

 

Course Grade:_____ 

CONTEMPORARY or JAZZ or HIP HOP or  

MODERN PARTNERING or TAP or FUNDAMENTALS 

OF MUSICAL THEATER or VOICE 

(1/Week) =  

1 credit hours or 34 Clock Hours 

 

Course Grade:_____ 

CONTEMPORARY or JAZZ or HIP HOP or  

MODERN PARTNERING or TAP or FUNDAMENTALS 

OF MUSICAL THEATER or VOICE 

(1/Week) =  

1 credit hours or 34 Clock Hours 

 

Course Grade:_____ 

SEMESTER TOTALS 

Total Credit Hours: ____ Total Clock Hours: ____ 

Semester Grade: _____  Semester GPA: _______ 

SEMESTER TOTALS 

Total Credit Hours: ____ Total Clock Hours:____ 

Semester Grade: _____  Semester GPA: _______ 
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Scholarship Program  
This is a highly competitive one to two -year renewable program  is for intermediate/advanced 

level student dancer s between the ages of 17 and 25 who have completed their secondary 

school requirements. The program offers aspiring dance professionals the opportunity to refine 

their dance and performance skills to broaden the range of their artistic practice.    

 

.ȅ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ άƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘŜέ ǘƻ άŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘΩΣ 

this program enables students to achieve the technical and artistic skillset required to attain their 

professional career objectives.   Upon successfully completing this program  (a minimum of 816 

clock hours) , students may request a Letter of Enrollment stating the amount of ti me they were 

enrolled (one or two years). 

 

Scholarship Program Curriculum  

Students take up to 12 ς 15 classes per week for two consecutive semesters to achieve this goal. 

Students must attend ballet and a n Ailey /Horton, Graham, or combination of both modern 

techniques daily, and a minimum of one elective technique classes twice weekly. Electives 

include Contemporary, Jazz, Hip Hop, Modern Partnering, West African, Somatics, Tap, Dunham, 

Gyrokinesis®, Body Conditioning, Improvisation, Fundamentals of Musical Theater, Voice. 

 
COURSES REQUIRED PER TERM 

(5 days a week)  

ELECTIVE COURSES REQUIRED PER 

TERM 

(1 elective taught 2 days a week)  

Ballet daily  

1-2 courses per term Ailey/Horton daily, or 

Graham daily, or 

Ailey/Horton thrice weekly / Graham twice 

weekly, or 

Graham thrice weekly / Ailey/Horton twice 

weekly 
 
  


