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LE S S O N 2  

Dancing Revelations 
How Does Dance Reveal Who We Are? 

STANDARDS ADDRESSED 

● New York State Learning Standards for the Arts 

● New York State Learning Standards for Social Studies 

● NYC Department of Education English Language Arts Performance Standards 

 

New York State Arts Standards 

Standard 3  Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art 

Performance Indicators (Intermediate level): 

a. Using appropriate technical language to discuss dance performances. 

b. Demonstrating understanding of choreographic principles and processes. 

c. Sharing perceptions, descriptions, analyses, interpretations, and evaluations of specific performances. 

Standard 4  Understanding Cultural and Historical Dimensions of the Arts 

Performance Indicators (Intermediate level): 

a. Identifying major dance artists from diverse cultures. 

b. Showing how specific dance forms relate to the culture they come from. 

New York State Social Studies Standards 

Standard 1  History of the United States and New York 

Key Idea #3: Studying the major social, political, economic, cultural, and religious developments in New York State 
and U.S. history through the roles and contributions of individuals and groups. 

Performance Indicators (Intermediate level): 

a. Gathering and organizing information about the achievements and contributions of individuals and groups in 
New York State and the U.S. 

New York City DOE ELA Standards 

Standard E1  Reading 

a. Reading and comprehending informational materials. 

Standard E2  Writing 

a. Producing a written response to literature. 

Standard E3  Speaking, Listening and Viewing 

a. Participating in group meetings. 

Standard E5  Literature 

a. Responding to non-fiction, poetry, and drama using interpretive and critical processes. 
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Lesson Excerpt 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

● What does dance reveal about the person who creates it? 

● How did Alvin Ailey use movement to express personal and historical experience? 

● How can students use dance as a form of self-expression? 

BIG IDEAS 

● Dance and the arts help individuals make meaning of their experiences and reveal that meaning 

to others. 

● Alvin Ailey was a major dance artist whose choreography reflects historical and cultural 

experience. 

● Movement can communicate identity in ways language alone cannot. 

GOALS 

● Explore what dance reveals about identity and personal experience. 

● Learn about Alvin Ailey's life and choreographic legacy. 

● Compare a student-created dance to Ailey's “I Been ’Buked.” 

STUDENTS WILL 

• Know that Alvin Ailey was a major dance artist and contributor to American cultural history. 

• Understand that dance is a way for individuals to make meaning of their experiences and reveal 

that meaning to others. 

• Be able to compare and contrast a student-created dance with the “I Been ’Buked” section of 

Revelations. 

WORD WALL 

Choreographer, personal space, general space, unison, technique, expression, reveal, rhythm...   

• Keep adding to these during the residency, have a few sheets of the words ready  

for students who may need to see them more closely or use them for alternative  

activities as needed for specific students 
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Assessment & Follow-Up 

ASSESSMENT 

● Journal entries 

JOURNAL TOPICS 

(After movement and other types of explorations based on the Essential Questions and Goals of Lesson 2 - and 

now having watched a video of an Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater performance of “I Been ’Buked”) 

● What did the dance Mr. Ailey choreographed at the beginning of Revelations (“I Been ’Buked”) 

reveal about him? About his life? About history? 

● What messages were conveyed through his choreography? 

● How does a dancer or choreographer reveal oneself through movement/dance? 

● If you were a choreographer, what would you want to reveal? 

FOLLOW-UP / HOMEWORK 

As students reflect on the concluding question, “If you were a choreographer, what would you want to 

reveal?” they are encouraged to collect images that reveal something about their own identities to be 

organized into a collage. The source of these images include, but are not limited to: 

● Photographs, drawings, or pictures from magazines. 

● Newspaper or magazine clippings. 

● Words, stories, or poetry. 

● Things from nature. 

Once the images are collected, they are organized and glued to an 8 1/2″ by 11″ paper [that can be 

shared and discussed in a subsequent class]. The collage is saved in a binder which will be used 

throughout their studies of Revelations: An Interdisciplinary Approach. The binder will include journal 

entries, collections of written work, drawings and research, representing an authentic portfolio 

assessment of student work. 
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